HEARTBREAK HOUSE.
" As flies to Wanton boys are we to the goddess of Capitalism,1'
might well be the exclamation of Sortorius, Mrs. Warren and Under-
shaft. As in the previous plays, a votary and high-priest of the
same Goddess, casts his shadow on the Heartbreak House. He
is introduced into the play as the prospective husband of Ellie
Dunn. Under the guise of assessing his eligibility to the hand of
Ellie, he is analysed. In the first act, he is seen from outside.
In the second act, he reveals himself. In the last act, Mangan
discloses, that he is offered a seat in the Cabinet, without the farce
of an election, and announces his political programme. Mangan
is a perfect hog of a millionaire. In the second act, because he is
in love with Hesione, and wants to break off his match with Ellie,
he describes to the latter his ways, the ways of the financier in
the modern world, thereby disclosing the malignant forces that
control the modern world. He discloses to Ellie how he ruined
her father:
Mangan*
Of course you don't understand: what do
you know about business*! You just listen
and learn. Your father's business was a new
business; and I don't start new businesses;
1 let other fellows start them. They put
all their money and their friends' money
into starting them. They wear out their
souls and bodies tfyrhg to make a success
of them. They're what you call enthusiasts.
But the first dead lift of the thing is too
much for them; and they havrft enough
financial experience. In a year or so they
have either to let the whole show go
bust, or sell out to a new lot of fellows for
a few deferred ordinary shares; that is,
if they're lucky enough to get anything
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